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DOVE AWARD WINNERS
Community Living Services of Oakland County is
happy to announce that three CLS/OC’s nominees are
going to be honored at the Arc of Oakland County’s
Dove Awards ceremony. The 40th Annual Dove Awards
Presentation and Banquet will take place on Friday, April
16, 2010.

Brynn Lawrence is being recognized with the
Leonard Cercone Teacher of the Year
Award. Brynn is an enthusiastic, energetic
and dedicated teacher with the Rochester
Community School’s Oakland University
Transitions Program. Brynn routinely goes far

beyond her scope as a teacher for the students with whom
she works – she is their friend, mentor, ally, confidant,
supporter, advocate, partner, and cheerleader in advancing
their dreams and celebrating their successes. Brynn was
originally inspired by her sister who has Down Syndrome
to become a special education teacher; she now continues
to be inspired every day by the students she teaches.

Community Media
Network is being
honored with the Media
Award. Community
Media Network (CMN)
offers classes for

individuals interested in
all aspects of cable TV
broadcasting. These
classes are open to the
community. The CMN

class instructors are very welcoming of people with
disabilities in their classes. They make sure that each
student’s needs are met, and they have the support they
need to succeed in class. CMN is very hands on and every
student participates in every role regardless of the extent of
their disability. By being welcoming, and fully accepting of
those with disabilities, CMN serves as a role model of
community inclusion. They have made outstanding
contributions, not only to the lives of the students they
teach, but also in setting an example of how our
community can be a kinder more inclusive place to live,
work, and learn.

Daniel Perry is being honored with the
Sheldon Dunn Inspiration Award. Years
ago Dan made some bad choices involving
drugs, alcohol, and drinking and driving.
He was in a terrible accident that nearly
took his life and left him paralyzed from
the neck down. Today, Dan is a
motivational speaker. He tells his life story
to inform and educate the public,

especially at-risk youth, that drinking and driving is not
cool and one bad choice can affect the rest of their lives.
In addition to Dan’s message of Anti-Drinking and
Driving; Dan also shares his insights with others
regarding Disability Awareness. He helps students
understand that people with disabilities like the same
things they like, such as having friends, being treated
with respect and kindness, and having fun. Daniel Perry
is a man on a mission to make a difference not only in
his own life, but also in the lives of others.

CLS/OC would like to congratulate all of the 2010
Dove Award Winners!

WALK A MILE IN MY SHOES RALLY
The sixth annual Walk A Mile in My
Shoes Rally will be held at the State
Capitol Building in Lansing on
Tuesday, May 11th. Check-in is at
12:30pm and the rally ends at 2:30pm.

This rally is very important as legislators need to know
that “Mental Health Matters”. It is also very important to
enhance public awareness, to put an end to the stigma
related to mental illness and developmental disabilities,
and to promote mental health and wellness. We can
make a difference if we stand strong together and
advocate for ourselves!

All 83 counties will have a County Flag Carrier who will
make an anti-stigma statement. This event will provide
opportunities for people to talk to legislators, and
network with other advocates and mental health
supporters from all over Michigan.

For busing information and further details contact
Debbie Wisser at 248-858-0929.

Jay Wiencko, CMN Executive Director,
having some fun with the Community Corner

hosts, David Dewitt-Taylor, Aaron Castle
Ryan and Gray. Community Corner airs 11
Oakland County communities twice a week.
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YOU CAN CALL ME RAY
Sometimes when you meet a
person, you just know that
you have met a person with
many great gifts . . . . Ray
Schuholz is one of those
people. His charm,
compassion, and enthusiasm
for life and the work that we
do at CLS, is unsurpassed
and very admirable.

Many people who meet Ray as a coworker, professional
advocate, or Peer Support Trainer would be surprised to
know the challenges and hardships Ray has been through.
Sadly, Ray Schuholz lived in a state institution for the first
nine years of his life. Ray occasionally shares brief
information about the horrors he witnessed when he was
“locked up” at such a young, vulnerable age. Somehow
though, even at the young age of nine, Ray already had
very strong self-advocacy skills. Ray tells of how he would
tell visitors who he’d see in the hallways that he “wanted
to get out of here” . . . eventually he told the right person,
and received help to get out of the institution and into a
foster care home.

Ray speaks very fondly of the loving, elderly foster parents
who took him into their home. Ray says that they
provided him with much love and encouraged him to be
the best he could be. Knowing Ray Schuholz, I suspect he
may have been a handful for elderly parents as a young
child…….Ray tells one story which occurred when he lived
with his foster family: When he was 12 years old, Ray was
at a county fair and he found a wallet on the ground. He
took the wallet to his foster mother so she could help him
find the owner and return it. Ray tells how they found the
guy who had dropped it and he was full of joy that he was
going to be able to return the wallet to the man…..UNTIL
he heard his mother tell the man “my disabled son found
your wallet”. Ray says that he didn’t act up much as a
child, but even at twelve he knew he was being labeled,
and he had to very clearly let his foster mother know that
he preferred to be called her son Ray, not her disabled
son. Those of us know Ray now, and his passion for
people first language, will not be surprised by this story,
but being so passionate at such a young age is still so
impressive! Ray was obviously very wise beyond his years.

Ray is a perfect spokesperson for Person-Centered
Planning, Gentle Teaching, Peer Support, and Self-
Determination. In the last year alone, Ray has spoken at
Budget Appropriations hearings in Lansing and Detroit, at
the DCH Self-Determination Leadership Seminars in

Lansing, the International Self-Determination
Conference in North Carolina, at the University of
Delaware’s Leadership Institute, and at conferences all
over the state of Michigan and in five counties in
Wisconsin. Ray has also done “People First” Language
training for all of our CLS/OC staff, our CLS/OC
Independent Support Coordinators, and a billion direct
care workers in both Oakland and Wayne Counties
(OK, maybe not a billion, but A LOT!).

Ray has graciously agreed to be a guest author for this
newsletter, so please look forward to future “You Can
Call Me Ray” articles focused on People First language
and suggestions on how to describe people with
disabilities in the same way we would describe our family
members and friends.

MT. PLEASANT CENTER UPDATE
The Mt. Pleasant Center officially closed its doors on

September 10, 2009. As advocates
for FREEDOM, we continue to
monitor the status of the people who
went from the Mt. Pleasant Center to
Caro Hospital, and we are delaying
our celebration of the end of

institutionalization in Michigan until each of those
people have made it back to their home communities.
We have been told that eleven people remain in Caro at
the time of this newsletter printing. Six people have
plans to return to their communities by the end of April,
and two additional people are planning for their
transitions in May. DCH has committed to having
everyone home by the end of summer….we will surely
celebrate when that happens!
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH
"Though no one can go back and make a
brand new start, anyone can start from
now and make a brand new ending."

~Carl Bard


