
A DREAM COME TRUE
By Claire Abraham

My name is Claire Abraham and I am a junior at the
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. Being accepted
to U of M had been a major dream of mine
throughout high school; I had always been attracted to
the vivacity and charm of Ann Arbor. Although my
first two years at the university were academically
rewarding, something was missing from my college
experience. While most of my peers were able to live
on campus, my neuromuscular disease, Spinal
Muscular Atrophy, prevented me from living on my
own. I use a power wheelchair for mobility and have
very limited motor skills, requiring assistance with
everyday tasks. For my first two years at U of M, I
commuted and lived at home with my parents due to
the amount of assistance I require in everyday life.

I first contacted Community Living Services with the
aspiration of living on campus. While I have a terrific
and supportive family – my mom drove me to and
from Ann Arbor five days a week for two years! I knew
my college experience wouldn’t be truly complete until
I was able to live independently on campus. Thanks to
CLS and my support coordinator, Kate Gulock, my
dream came to fruition for the first time in the fall ’09
semester.

Without the efforts of CLS and Kate, I would not have
been able to gain this independence. We met many
obstacles along the way – including finding a suitable
residence on campus as well as a team of caregivers.

Fortunately, Kate recommended a Livonia based
staffing agency – Life Center, Inc. – to assist me in
finding reliable, talented caregivers. The support and
assistance of my family, Community Living Services
and Life Center, Inc. were all crucial along my path
toward independence.

I moved into a dorm on central campus in September.
It was a hectic and stressful time as we still were in the
process of finding caregivers. My goal was in sight, and
after a short period of uncertainty, my family and I
were grateful to find four wonderful U of M students
who were eager to provide the care that I had
previously only trusted my family with.

Living in a dorm has helped me make new friends and
develop academic and career connections. I was
elected secretary of my dorm’s hall council and have
joined a couple of student groups this fall – something
I was never able to experience while I was commuting.

I am looking forward to
starting the winter semester
and continuing to live in Ann
Arbor. This past semester has
been a tremendous learning
experience and I am so grateful
for CLS and all the doors
they’ve opened up for me. I
know I will use all the
knowledge I’ve gained
regarding living independently
in my future endeavors.
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INCOME GENERATION
When people are
introduced to new
people, one of the first
questions often asked
in basic conversation

is, “So, what do you do?” The question we need to ask
ourselves is whether the people we know with
disabilities can answer this question the same as the
people we know without disabilities…..the unfortunate
truth is that often they can not.

The attitude that having a disability means not being able
to work has left many adults with disabilities
condemned to a lifetime of poverty. As often
discussed by Tom Nerney, Executive Director of the
Center for Self-Determination, many of the problems
that people with disabilities have do not come out of
their disability, but rather from their poverty and lack
of resources.

At Community Living Services, we hold strong to the
belief that everyone is capable of earning income with
the proper support. Consider customized employment
or starting your own small business
(Microenterprise)…What is right for you? What
matches your unique set of interests, skills and
contributions? If you and your support circle haven’t
already been working on plans to help you achieve, or
maintain, a steady income and productive work, then
start now….it is never too late!

ANYONE can earn income
with the right kind of
creativity and thoughtful
planning. With the right
supports, customized
employment and creative

small business development, ALL people with
disabilities CAN work.

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU LOOKING FOR
PART TIME WORKERS- By Renee Uitto

Do you know somebody who is
looking for temporary part-time work?
The U.S. Census Bureau is looking
for part-time census takers for the
2010 census. These are excellent jobs
for people looking to work part-time,

between jobs, or just wanting to earn extra cash while
completing an important service to the community.
These jobs have flexible hours, paid training, and
reimbursement for work-related expenses.

Every ten years the Census Bureau takes count of our
population. The results will help determine people’s
representation in government and how federal dollars
are spent on things like parks, roads, housing, schools,
and public safety.

Those interested would need to complete an
application, and take an employment test. For more
information you can visit the website at
www.2010censusjobs.gov or call the Pontiac location at
248-230-9120.

FREE CLINIC
Do you know somebody who does not
have health insurance coverage? There
is a FREE clinic available in Wayne
Michigan. It is called Hope Medical
Clinic and it is located at 5403 S.
Wayne Road between Annapolis and

Van Born. The clinic is housed in the basement of the
Lighthouse Church.

The clinic is open on Saturdays ONLY. Doctors from
U of M, St. Mary’s and others are on staff to see
patients. You do not have to be a Wayne County
resident to visit this clinic. The only requirement is
that you do not have any health insurance coverage
including Medicare, Medicaid, or Adult Benefit
Waiver. For more information call 734-710-6688.

“THE HAPPENING” NEWSLETTER BY E-
MAIL!!

Would you like a nice, color version of
“the Happening” Newsletter e-mailed
to you every month? You can save
some trees and receive a beautiful
color version of the newsletter sent

directly to your e-mail. All you have to do is contact
Diana Kaszyca at CLS/OC by phone at 248-547-2668
or by e-mail at dkaszyca@comlivserv.com.


